
Appendix table 6-61

Region/country/economy 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
World 4,786 5,046 5,374 7,022 6,994 6,929 6,840 6,481 7,412 6,064 4,913 5,219 4,582 4,022 4,691 7,424

United States 3,567 3,807 3,984 5,201 5,140 4,979 4,828 4,423 5,158 4,178 3,446 3,581 3,103 2,717 3,205 5,211
EU 632 643 754 922 930 1,046 1,039 1,004 1,065 922 694 707 697 545 672 1,035

France 109 94 137 144 139 161 174 150 170 130 94 83 96 103 92 161
Germany 242 230 271 348 317 374 365 395 365 334 239 255 261 186 270 408
Italy 36 45 51 57 62 72 69 68 84 77 52 45 55 36 46 61
Netherlands 34 25 40 49 48 43 49 47 31 37 24 29 31 20 26 41
Sweden 52 60 43 91 78 95 115 91 99 66 56 67 42 41 46 46
United Kingdom 95 104 119 133 159 167 147 139 163 144 117 114 108 87 91 145
All others 64 85 93 100 127 134 120 114 154 135 111 114 105 71 101 174

Japan 273 298 301 411 418 367 408 410 463 343 271 335 316 319 315 490
China 4 4 4 10 9 11 7 13 19 18 16 22 21 19 18 32
Asia-8 72 67 59 91 101 119 114 163 170 164 136 186 144 115 101 139

India 1 0 0 4 5 3 2 2 5 2 3 7 3 6 4 3
South Korea 7 13 12 21 18 26 27 39 61 36 34 47 39 25 29 44
Taiwan 64 50 44 62 74 87 81 114 92 120 95 122 99 79 58 78
All others 0 4 3 4 4 3 4 8 12 6 4 10 3 5 10 14

All others 238 227 272 388 396 407 445 470 538 439 350 387 300 306 380 515
Central Asia and Europe 9 11 6 14 18 24 18 13 16 11 10 11 14 11 13 10

Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 11 13 5 9 8 9 7 10 8
All others 9 11 6 14 18 24 3 2 3 6 2 3 4 4 3 2

Middle East and North Africa 23 27 50 79 75 71 90 95 115 90 71 80 66 59 85 133
Israel 22 26 47 77 72 69 85 93 111 89 71 78 66 57 83 132
All others 1 1 3 2 3 1 5 2 4 1 0 3 0 2 1 2

South and Central America 13 18 23 26 37 25 30 32 38 22 18 15 8 9 20 16
Argentina 6 6 10 12 15 9 11 13 15 9 8 3 4 1 11 2
Brazil 3 6 6 7 6 7 7 6 12 1 5 7 0 4 1 6
Mexico 3 3 3 4 2 3 2 3 2 6 1 4 0 3 1 4
All others 1 3 5 4 14 7 10 9 8 5 4 2 4 2 6 4

Sub-Saharan Africa 9 3 2 7 7 8 6 4 7 4 6 10 3 3 5 6
South Africa 9 3 2 7 7 8 6 4 6 4 5 8 3 2 4 6
All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 1 0

All others 184 169 191 263 260 279 301 326 362 312 245 271 209 224 257 350
Australia 34 31 26 49 45 45 50 65 74 58 58 72 56 39 57 74
Canada 90 71 100 113 108 112 128 121 149 119 90 88 64 74 85 103
Switzerland 51 57 56 80 85 96 99 111 105 104 76 82 70 98 94 138
All others 10 11 9 20 23 25 24 29 35 32 21 28 20 13 20 35

USPTO patents granted in medical equipment technology, by region/country/economy: 1995–2010

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office  
 
NOTES: Technologies classified by The Patent BoardTM. Patents fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on proportion of residences of all named inventors. United States includes Puerto Rico. EU includes 27 
member countries. China includes Hong Kong and Macau. Detail may not add to total because of rounding or minor discrepancies. See appendix table 6-62 for full list of countries by region. 
 
SOURCE: The Patent BoardTM, Proprietary Patent Database, special tabulations (2011). 
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